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A NEW SPECIES OF CEROPEG 1 A LINN. (ASCLEPIADACEAE) 
FROM WESTERN GHATS, MAHARASHTRA 


Ceropegia santapaui Wadhwa et Ansari spec. nov. 

Pertinet ad sect. Buprestis H. Huber, affinisque 
est C. evansii McCann, a qua tamen differt floribus 
minoribus, erectis vel partim curvatis, lobis corollae 
parvis et orbicularibus, corona uniseriata, folliculis 
minoribus. 

Herba perennis, volubilis. Tuber 2-2.5 x 1.5-2 cm, 
subglobosum, radicibus gracilibus lateralibus et 
basalibus ornatum. Caulis glaber, parce pilosus, 
teres, vulgo non ramosus, ca 1-1.5 m longus. Folia 
opposita, petiolata ; petiolis ad 3.5 cm longis, glabris, 
supra canaliculatis, glandula minuta ad utrumque 
latus ad basin ornatis; folia inferiora ovato-acumi- 
nata, 6.5-8.5X2.5-4 cm; superiora vero ovato-lanceo- 
lata, acuminata, 4-5 x 1-1.5 cm; lamina subcoriacea, 
capillis e basi bulbosa oriundis ornata; marginibus 
ciliolatis, glandulosa-punctatis; nervi laterales 3-5- 
jugi. Flores 4-9, in cymas laterales subumbellatas 
dispositi, e viridiscentibus albi; pedunculis hirsutis, 
2-5 cm longis, teretibus ; bracteis 2-3 mm longis, 
subulatis; pedicellxs ad 1 cm longis, teretibus, pubes- 
centibus vel hirsutis. Calyx 5-partitus, 3.5 mm 
longus; laciniae 3 mm longae, trinerviae, ciliatae 
ad ncrvum medium in dorso. Corolla ad 1.5 cm 
longa, recta vel partim curvata; tubo 1 cm longo, 
tenuiter angulato, glabro intus et tenuiter scabro 
secundum nervos extus, inflato ad basin, pallide 
purpureo prope basin ; laciniae ca 1/3 longitudinis 
corollae, ad 5 mm longae, orbiculares, inflexae et 
ad apices connatae, efformantes capitulum subglo¬ 
bosum, latius quam longum. Corona uniseriata, 
constans 5 processibus elongatis, conicis, pallide 
luteis, laciniae 2 mm longae, convergentes, dorso 
dense pilosae, prope basin articulatae, oDtusae, op- 
positae antheris, eisdemque incumbentes. Pollinia 
erecta, minuta, lutea, ellipsoidea, corpusculo rubro- 
brunneo fixa per caudiculas minutas. Gynostegium 
1.5-2 mm longum. Folliculi bini, ad 7 cm longi, 
fastigati ad utrumque apicem, glabri. Semina 
plura, 7x3 mm, ovata, oblonga, eminenter margi- 
nata; coma ± 1.5 cm longa. 

Holotypus (Wadhwa 109640A) et isotypi (Wadh¬ 
wa 109640B-H) lecti ad Mahad ghat, versus Maha- 
bleshwar in dist. Satara in ditione Maharashtra ad 
altit. i 1160 m in clivis abruptis die 19 August! 
anni 1966; holotypus positus in CAL, isotypus 
[Wadhwa 109646B) in K, caeteri isotypi positi in 
diyersis hefbariis mundi; paratypus (Wadhwa et 


Ansari 109651 A) lectus eodijm loco, die 13 Septem- 
bris anni 1966, positus quoque est ad CAL et para- 
typi ( Wadhwa et Ansan R-O) in BSI. 

Ceropegia santapaui Wadhwa et Ansari spec. nov. 

It belongs to section Buprestis H. Huber, and has 
superficial resemblance with C. evansii McCann, 
but differs in having smaller straight or slightly 
curved flowers ; corolla lobes small and orbicular, 
corona uniseriate and smaller follicles. 

A perennial twining herb. Tuber 2-2.5 x 1.5-2 cm> 
sybglobose, giving out slender roots from the sides 
and bottom. Stem glabrous,, sparingly hairy, terete, 
usually .unbranched, about 1-1.5 m in length. 
Leaves opposite, petiolate; petioles upto 3.5 cm 
long, glabrous, grooved on the upper side with a 
minute gland on either side at the base; lower 
leaves ovate-acuminate, 6.5-8-5x2.5-4 cm; upper 
leaves ovate-acuminate, 4-5X1-1.5 cm; lamina sub- 
coriaceous with bulbous based hairs; margin cilio- 
late, gland dotted ; lateral nerves 3-5 pairs. Flowers 
4-9, in lateral subumbellate cymes, greenish white 
to white; peduncles hirsute, 2-5 cm long, terete; 
bracts 2-3 mm long, subulate ;• pedicels upto 1 cm 
long, terete, pubescent or hirsute. Calyx 5-partite, 
3.5 mm long; lobes 3 mm long, 3-nerved, lateral 
ones very faint, ciliate on the mid nerve on dorsal 
side. Corolla upto 1.5 mm long, straight or slightly 
curved; tube 1 cm long, faintly angular, glabrous 
within and. minutely scabrous, along nerves outside, 
inflated at the base,.pale purple tinged within near 
the base; Jobes about 1 /t, the length of the corolla, 
upto 5 mm long, orbicular, inflexed and connate at 
tips forming a subglobose head, broader than long. 
Corona uniseriate of 5 elongated, conical, pale 
yellow processes; lobes 2 mm long, convergent, 
densely hairy on the dorsal sides, jointed near the 
base, obtuse, opposite and incumbent on anthers. 
Pollen-masses erect, minute, yellow, ellipsoid, 
attached to the reddish-brown corpusculum by 
minute caudicles. Gynostegium 1.5-2 mm long. 
Follicles in pair, upto 7 cm long, tapering at both 
aids, glabrous. Seeds many, 7x3 mm, ovate, ob¬ 
long, prominently margined; coma ±1.5 cm long. 

Flower: August-September. Fruits : September- 
October. 

Vem. name: Kharpudi. 

The Holotype of this species iWadhwa X09640A) 
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Ceropegia santapaui Wadhwa et Ansari spec. nov. 

Figs. 1-9 : 1. Whole plant. 2. A flower. 3. Dissected flower showing corolla lobes and part of tube 

with corona at base. 4. Dorsal view of calyx and pedicel. 5. Outer lateral view of corona. 6. Inner 
view of dissected corona. 7. Gynostegium. 8. Pollina. 9. A seed with coma. 


and the isotypes (Wadhtya 109640 B-H) were collect¬ 
ed along Mahad Ghat near about mile-stone No. 


30/7 from Mahableshwar in Satara district, Maha¬ 
rashtra State at an altitude of i n6om on precipit- 
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ous slopes on 19-8-1966. The Holotype is deposited 
in Central National Herbarium, Calcutta (CAL) 
and isotype (Wadhwa 109640B) in Royal Botanic 
Garden, Kew (K) and rest of the isotypes ( Wfldhwa 
109640 C-H) are deposited in different herbaria. 
The paratype ( Wadhwa et Ansari 109651 A) collect¬ 
ed from the same locality on 13-9-1966 is also depo¬ 
sited in CAL and paratypes (Wadhwa et Ansari 
109651 B-O) in the herbarium of Botanical Survey 
of India, Poona, (BSI). 

Dr. H. Huber of Botanical Institute and Botani¬ 
cal Garden, Wurzburg University, Wurzburg (West 
Germany), who critically examined the materia^ 
comments, “This species might be included into 
section Buprestis H. Huber, wherein it evidently 
belongs to the same group of species as C. evansii 
McCann, and feel sure that this is quite a dis¬ 
tinct species of eminent interest as it is not identical 
with any species known to me upto now.” 

The salient distinguishing characters of the new 
taxon and of C. evansii are given below: 

Ceropegia santapaui spec. nov. C. evansii McCann 

1. Flowers 1.5 cm long, Flowers 3;5 cm long, curved, 
straight or slightly curved. 

2. Calyx lobes 3 mm long. Calyx lobes 8-iO mm long. 

3. Corolla tube 1 cm long, Corolla tube 2.6 cm long, 

p a le purple tinged within near lower half purple within, 
the base, rest white, faintly greyish outside, the upper 
angular, minutely scabrous half ash-coloured, striated with 
along the nerve outside. faint greenish lines, glabrous 

within and without. 


4. Corolla lobes upto 5 mm Corolla lobes 8 mm long, 
long, orbicular, not folded on obovate-oblong, folded on the 
the back, 1/3 the length of back, pale lemon yellow in the 
corolla, pale green to white, upper part, gradually passing 
glabrous within and without. into white below, glabrous 

outside softly puberulous inside. 

5. Corona uniseriate of 5 Corona biseriate; outer cupular 

elongated, conical, pale-yellow of 5 deltoid obtuse fobes> 
processes; lobes 2 mm long, ciiiate within and along die 
convergent, densely hairy on the margin, yellow; inner lobes 
dorsal side, jointed near the linear, yellow tinged with red, 
base. 2 mm long. 

6. Follicles upto 7 cm long, in Follicles upto 15 cm long, in 

pairs. pairs. 

The authors are pleased to dedicate this species 
to Rev. Fr. Dr. H. Santapau, S.J., F.N.L, who has 
done extensive work on the botany of the Western 
India. 
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APHYLLORCHIS PRA 1 NII HOOK. F. (ORCHIDACEAE)— 
A NEW RECORD FOR SOUTH INDIA 


During the botanical exploration of Silent Valley 
Reserve Forest, Palghat District, Kerala State, a rare 
species of orchid was collected by the authors and 
it was identified at Central National Herbarium, 
Calcutta, as Aphyllorchis prainii Hook. f. This 
species has been reported only from Naga Hills 
(Upper Assam) in India which is its type locality. 
C. E. C. Fischer has included in his work on “A 
survey of the flora of the Anaimalai Hills in 
Coimbatore District, Madras Presidency” [Rec. hot. 
Surv. India 9(1): 218, 1921]. Aphyllorchis prainii 
Hook, f., based on his collection from Karianshola, 
Anamalais, South India. He was, however, not 
quite sure of the identity of the species he -was 
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dealing with as is evident from the following re¬ 
marks which he has made under the species: 
“This may prove to be A. montana”. The 
species in question is actually Aphyllorchis mon¬ 
tana Reichb. f. and he himself later treats it as such 
in J. S. Gamble and C. E. C. Fischer’s Flora of the 
Presidency of Madras 1457, 1928. On a scrutiny of 
the specimens in the Madras Herbarium, Coimba¬ 
tore, it was, however, found that a collection of 
M. A. Lawson from Nilgiris (South India) and of 
C. A. Barber froth Cadamonay, Mysore (South 
India), both of which have wrongly been identified 
as Pogonia carinata Lindl., are actually Aphyllor¬ 
chis prainii Hook f. 






